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EMERGING ECOLOGIES

Communities of Compost

Beneath the visible forest lies another world of quiet activity. Roots spread through the soil, weaving alongside fungal mycelial networks and the
lives of worms, termites, ants, and countless microorganisms. These underground communities break down organic matter, circulate nutrients,
hold moisture, and give stability to the land. What appears above ground are trees, birds, shade, and regeneration, depends on these unseen
relationships below.

Mycorrhizal fungi form some of the forest's most intimate partnerships. Their fine threads of mycelium extend far beyond the reach of roots,
foraging through the soil for water, nitrogen, and phosphorus. In exchange, plants provide the fungi with sugars produced through photosynthesis.
Recent research suggests that these relationships do not remain confined to individual trees but expand into vast shared networks, sometimes
described as a “wood wide web,” through which plants can exchange nutrients, support weaker neighbours, and respond collectively to stress.
Crucially, mycorrhizal diversity is not a matter of how many fungal species are present, as they make communities possible. Areas of high
ectomycorrhizal diversity often correspond to substantial soil carbon stocks, showing how fungi play an essential role in carbon storage, climate
regulation, and the long-term functioning of forest ecosystems. Seen from below ground, forests appear as ancient life-support systems, not as
isolated trees shaped by collaboration, exchange, and resilience.

Fungi are also essential decomposers, breaking down fallen leaves and dead plant matter and returning nutrients to the soil. Without these
processes, forests would struggle to regenerate or sustain diversity over time. This subterranean environment has traces of ant tunnels, termite
mounds, and fungal webs as part of a living system. Soil samples and their elemental and organic compositions reveal different stages of soil
formation, showing how restoration begins not with what is planted, but with what is slowly rebuilt under the soil.

Forest recovery starts here: in the dark, living soil that sustains all future growth.

A collection of fungi species found in the region, often unnoticed or hidden from view within the landscape. These works bring attention to their
forms, varied colours, and delicate structures, highlighting the role fungi play within the ecosystem.

Communities of Compost
Acrylic on canvas, paper pulp, red soil, coconut fibre, sawdust, charcoal, cotton thread, and synthetic resin on plywood




Blue Pinkagill
Entoloma hochstetteri

A small blue mushroom with a cap
1.5—5 cm wide and a slender stem
5-10 cm tall. Known for its striking
colour, it is delicate and typically
found in forested habitats.

Shaggy Parasol
Chlorophyllum rhacodes

A large mushroom with a shaggy,
scaly brown cap measuring 5-20
cm across. The stem can reach
10—30 cm tall and often has a
noticeable bulb at the base. It is
commonly found in open woodland
and grassy areas.

Pleated Inkcap
Parasola plicatilis

A small, delicate mushroom with
a thin, pleated cap 1-3.5 cm wide.
The cap opens like a tiny umbrella
after rain. Its slender stem can
reach up to 6 cm tall. Short-lived
and fragile, it often disappears
within a day.

Candlesnuff Fungus
Xylaria hypoxylon

A club-shaped fungus growing

2—-8 cm tall. It appears black at the
base with white, powdery tips when
young, often branching like small
antlers. Found on decaying wood.

Hare's Foot Inkcap
Coprinopsis lagopus

A small mushroom with a white,
hairy cap 1-4 cm wide that begins
egg-shaped and expands with age.
The slender stem reaches 2—10 cm
tall. Very short-lived, it dissolves
into a black ink-like liquid as it
matures.

Termite mushroom
Termitomyces microcarpus

A small species of Termitomyces
with caps 1-4 cm wide and slender
stems. It appears after rains, often
near termite activity, and is much
smaller than other members of its
genus.

Freckled Dapperling
Echinoderma asperum

A medium to large mushroom with
a reddish-brown, scaly cap 6—18
cm wide. The pale stem supports
white gills beneath the cap. It
grows in woodland areas and has a
firm structure.

Scaly Tangerine Mushroom
Agaricus trisulphuratus

A tropical mushroom with a bright
orange, scaly cap that begins
hemispherical and flattens with
age. The cap typically measures
5-15 cm across. Its gills darken
from pale purple to cinnamon
brown as it matures. A saprophytic
species, it grows in rich organic
soil in grasslands and forests
during the rainy season. Edibility is
uncertain, and caution is advised.



Earthstar
Geastrum saccatum

A ground-dwelling fungus

that opens into star-like rays,
revealing a central spore sac.
Size varies by species. Some,
such as the Collared Earthstar
(Geastrum triplex), can spread
widely when fully open. Found
on soil in forests.

Bracket fungi
Hexagonia (Genus)

A bracket fungus forming thin,
woody caps that range from
1-15 cm across. It grows

on decaying wood and has

a distinctive hexagonal pore
pattern underneath.

Rusty Gilled Polypore
Gloeophyllum sepiarium

A fan-shaped bracket fungus
with caps 1.5—15 cm wide,
sometimes larger. It has a
tough, leathery texture and
rusty brown to yellow-orange
colouring. Found on dead
conifer wood.

Yellow Stagshorn Fungus
Calocera viscosa

Reishi
Ganoderma (species)

Woody bracket fungi with
shelf-like forms. Some
species, such as Ganoderma
applanatum, can grow very
large, forming broad, thick
structures on tree trunks.

Bluegum Woodcap
Lentinus stuppeus

A tough, leathery mushroom
with a dark, funnel-shaped cap
(1-8 cm wide) and a hairy,
scaly stalk. It grows on fallen
wood in forested areas, acting
as a decomposer.

A bright yellow to orange fungus forming branched, antler-like structures 2—9 cm
tall. It has a slightly sticky texture when fresh and grows on decaying wood.

Termite Inkcaps
Podaxis (Genus)

Fungi associated with termite
mounds. They grow upright,
10—-15 cm tall, with a scaly
cap and a tough stem. As they
mature, the interior darkens
and releases spores into the
wind.
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